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CONTRADICTION DEPT.:: You'rc A Dirty Liar Scction... In Publisher's Wecke
% for Dccember 19, 1953, there appearcd an  articlc by Stanlcy Kauffman,
an cditor at Ballantinc Books, titled "1953: Ycar of thc Blast Off," cone
cerning scicnec fiction pockctbooks. Onc of his statcments was: WSF
books in papcr gencrally have a very high initial vclocity of salc, but

this velocity tapcrs off morc quickly than with other kinds of books, i

There is an incrcasing but--at any given moment--fairly limited markct £or
s-f," In S-F NE{SLETTER #29, Bob Tuckcr quotcs Anthony Boucher's state-
ment thot ",..a mystery is dead within six wecks -fter its publication; it
will ncver sell another copy in its original cditione Whergas the scicnec
fiction book runs up the samc initial salcsese.then continucs to scll in-
Cefinitely in a stcady slow trickle, cven after it has appearcd in a paper .

back cditions.. ## in Spacc S-F, May, 1953, Lester del Rey leads off with™

an cditorial on Simplicity, praising T. L. Sherredfs "Cue for Quict" thus-

ly: "lakc an ordirnary man, - put

him in a situation wherc cyven onc
s5inglc thing is unusual, and then
rcally sce whot happens--ond you

is whot Sherred can . do as fow o=

nature, . and without cver ‘departe

ic prcmisc, “hc builds " his story
by doing what would be incvitablo’
under the given circumstanccse!

" He also says:t "Simplicityd It's

suriters, and crying fore - 4nd
from the response, it's something
most pcople -don't cven belicve
: possible in seicnce fiction" And
now, as wc jump forward just two issucs, +to thc Scptember, 1953, issuc of
the samc magazine, and to del Rey's cditorial for that issuc, ““the plot

thickens, Says del Rey: ®ie're somewhat sick of all the storics that com .

in with a nicc ceonomy of idecas ~covered'up by words and.morc words that
would look just as well in any other kind of fiction, We're still looking
for the story that is donc for the purc delizght of sceing how much can be
done to work out cvery possible . anglc and. pemutation, and wherce .the
writcr isn't afraid that if he uscs morc than onc ided in a story, he'll
run oute," I wish del Rey would make up his mind whethor he wants only onc
idea per story, fully carricd out, or as many as the writer can thing of}
In these two cditorials he completcely contradicts himsclf,

4D INFITEMS: s Speaking of the ond of the stf boom as- we were back there a

way, the latcst magazine to bite the dust is Vortex Scicncc Fiction, which

is hardly a surprisc to anybodys Othcr likely suspccts arc Wonder Story
fnnual, Fantesy Fiction, and Scicnce Fiction Plus, all pood magss . Wiy
these mags had to fold, and leave such crudzincs as Cosmos S-F around is
beyond med  However, Itd like to insert a good  word herc for. Orbit S-F,

will have a good storye. And that® ~

hers cans,  Without complicated ™
gadgetry, without vieclating human -

ing from or complicating his bas= - '

somcthing welve been wurging on - .-
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